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Film about King will premiere this Saturday

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

In  the film, King
Township is seen in the
broader context of Canadian
histary, The 35-minute docu-
mentary explores  history
from the glacial period o the
present day.

The documentary King,
explores and examines vari-
ous historically  important
locations  throughout King
Township including King

Citw, Ansnorveldt,
Schomberg, Kettleby,
Laskay, Lloydtown,

Pottageville and Nobleton.
The students in the film visit
historical sites in King such

as Haton Hall, Carrying
Place and Marvlake
MhMonastery.

Throughout the film, the
changing  landscape  is
explored by the students
from Kettleby Fublic
School. The students ques-
tion the impact of change
and what one must doto sus-
tain & balance for the future.
The film is narmated by
Andrew Marshall who acts
as a traditional storyteller
and  provides a  general
overview of how the area has
evolved over time.

The documentary was
based on a concept dewvel-
oped by Robertson, a teacher
and historian, who had the
idea to make a documentary
ahout King for the past 25
years. She met Magro at a
Heritage Committes meeting
in Moy, 2008 and knew he
had the experience and skills
to bring her dream to reality.

“T wanted to do a film on
heritage involving children
to get kids engaged in histo-
ry and looking at history
from a different perspec-
tive,” said Robertson. *1
wanted o showease the chil-
drens point of wview of
Canadian history, 1 want to
have people have a better

understanding of the impor-
tance of the history sur-
rounding them. This
approach to history filmecd
with children has never been
done before — it's unique.
There is something in it to
appeal to every age.”

And King was the perfect
location for the film, she
sdid, since King Township is
so rich in history, heritage
and culture.

“Thesz children are walk-
ing in & lot of the footsteps
vou read about in the history
books,” said Robertson. “We
are in such close proximity
o places where history
occwred. We had so many
historical sites to visit here in
King. T don’t think people
redalize how historically valu-
able King Township is and
all the events that took place
in this area. A lot of people
came up the Carrving Flace
Trail. That makes history
very personal for them. Once
it feels personal, it becomes
real to them.™

The AIM group, com-
prised of students from
Grades 6 to 8, Robarston
explained, has  worked
together under her guidance
for three years. The program
included a special focus on
local history,

“These kids had a lot of
prior raining and knowledge
about local history,” said
Robertson, adding the 11 and
| 2-year-olds had a strong
grasp of the history in the
area and were very comfort-
ahle with each other.

She recruited Magro to
help her showcase King's
rich history., Most of the
funding and support from the
project came  from  the
Township of King Heritage
Committez. The Kettleby
School Council also support-
ed the project.

“I  approached  the

Heritage Committee,”
Robertson stated. “It was a
wood way to promate King
through heritage. It not only
highlights the children, but it
highlights the heritage in the
area.”

Magro has produced four
Canadian historical docu-
mentaries  including Cedar
Mains Farm: A Forpoiien
Landscape (2007), Nonguon
Island (2008), wimner of the
2008  Scugog  Heritage
Media Award, The Story of
Llxvhridge Station {2008 ) and
the newest addition to his
repertoire, King. He worked
on the documentaries with a
small crew comprised of
Bremt Tremain behind the
camera and photographer
Tom Panasiak.

He described the experi-
ence of making the film as
“powerful™ and said it is a
filmy that breaks free of the
standard Canadian historical
documentary fonmat.

“I have a fascination with
looking at the history of ordi-
nary paople and how they
impact the cultural and phys-
ical landscape,” =aid Magro,

This is the first time he
winrked with vouth in a film.

“One of the most power-
ful things I found when mak-
ing this film is the opinion
that the students gave to me
— from an environmental to
the historical perspective,
their  comments  were
extemely powerful,” said
Magro,

The film is important for
King but will also appeal to a
wider audience.

“The film has a much
broader appeal, it"s naot anly
about King Township,” said
Magro, “It's about local his-
tory in the context of
Canadian history. The events
that happened here affectzd
the bigger picture. It con-
nects King with the develop-
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ment of Canadian listory.”™

School principal  Fiona
Allan supported the project
from the start.

“1 am all for innovation
and this sounded like an
innovative project,”  said
Allan. “Children who were
involved in this project got 4
better understanding of his-
oy but also of drama, litera-
cy, media and technology.
That's what they were able to
do with this project and that
was very wvaluable for the
children. =

This was 4 positive expe-
rience  for the students
involved and the entire
school.

“It had a positive effect
on the school as a whole,”
noted Allan. “You could see
the excitement around this
project. As for the children
who were involved, we saw
them flourish in confidence
through this project. Some of
thern had to step outside their
comfort zone and it really
helped with their confidence
lewvel.”

She also said it was great
o s the collaboration and
partnerships.

“From a principal’s per-
spective, when I see eachers
and stucents involved in a
project that has connections
with the Heritage Comimittes
— 4 professional filmmaker,
the musewn — to me, com-
munity  parterships  are
something we strive for,”
said Allan.

The film will be shown
on Saturdav, Feb, 20 at the
Country Day School at 7
pam.. Admission o the film

is free. Copies of the DVD
will be on sale at the pre-
migre. A gallery featuring
photos from the film will be
on display  at
Township
March.

the King
Museum in

005-751-3238

A dnnummar}f film mﬂtﬁd
HKing. An Exploration of a
Township and it's Peopla, will
bo hitting the big scroan this
Satwday at the Country Day
School in King City. The fim
was produced by Mark Magro
in cooparation with tho
Tomnship of King Heritago
Committes, local historan
Elaine Robortson and stars

To— N
BUicks warare.cO}|

Training people
gince 1873

The Oldest Martial Arts
Club in Maple

$299

for Karate Lessons

siudonts from Kettloby Public We accapt ol major credit cards
School’s AIM emvichment pro- Longe's Mall at Jane
jain & Majar Mackenzio
phato by Tam Panasiak 805-832-0112
S

o
S

: .B REAKFAST SPECIALS

N Il N N I I I I I S D I B B
# Al Day Breakfast Specials % Omeles
# Home-Made H.' rgers: oz, Yoz, & fuﬁo,
# Delicious Hot &8 Cald Sandwviches
Bestaurant Hours: WEEKDAY'S Sam-3pm WEEKEMNDS Gam-2pm

0400 Hwy. 27, Woedbridge (Just North of Rutheriord)

Tel. / Fax: 905.893.2993

Website: www.OriosShell.com  Email: Info@driosShell.com

. By

tes of the World

J.D.

lewart gT’

_Atssociales

FINANCIAL SERVICES INC.

Brokers of
GICs, RRSPs, RRIFs & Annuities
Individual Life & Disability Insurance Programs

3.30%

5 Yaars Annual

2.00%

2 Years

0.55%

60 Days
Min. 55,000

Calealated Daily — Paid Monthiy

Canadian Dollar

L.5. Dollar

1.20%
0.75 %

10504 Islington Ave. Unit #1,
Kleinburg, Ont.

(905) 893-0043

Rates subject o change




